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Dear Friends,  
 Do you realize that it would take more than 4 light years to reach the next closest star beyond our sun?  A light 
year is defined by the distance light can travel at 186,000 miles per second over a year’s time.  It would take 4 of 
those years to reach the next closest sun beyond our sun.  Technology has come far, but we have none available to 
us today that can even allow us to imagine the possibility of traveling there in person.  Even if we could travel at the 
speed of light, we could not travel across our galaxy in our lifetime.  
 The universe is bigger than our reach and our understanding.  This is not so much an exercise to make you feel 
small, but to help you realize just how big God is.  When we think about God, He is bigger than the universe.  He 
created it.  He formed the sun, the Milky Way, and the other distant galaxies in the universe.  Psalm 19:1 tells us, 
“The heavens declare the glory of God and the Sky above proclaims His handiwork.”   God knew that the finite (our 
minds) could never contain or understand the infinite (God).  In so many ways the universe is bigger than our reach 
and our understanding.  This is not so much an exercise to make you feel small, but to help you realize just how big 
God is.  When we think about God, He is bigger than the universe.  He created it.  He formed the sun, the Milky 
Way, and the other distant galaxies in the universe. 
 It has been our joy these past six months to travel through the Old Testament.  We have at least named most of 
our Patriarchs and Prophets, and while we have not had lots of time to “dwell” we have learned much about God’s 
upper story and how that has played out in our lower story.  It still is impossible for us humans to fully understand 
God just as it is impossible for us to comprehend the universe.  Several times in the Old Testament, God’s righteous 
anger questions the created (Humans) for their arrogance as they test or question the CREATOR.  So how can we 
begin to understand and know God?  God found a way in His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 God sent Jesus Christ to become one of us—to solve the problem of sin that we might become His Sons and 
Daughters.  So when the problems of our world—the sin of our world—overwhelms us, we need to remind or be 
reminded that it is indeed God who overwhelms, not the other way around.  Don’t tell your God how big your 
problem is, tell your problem how big God is.  The Infinite God even numbers the hairs of your head—so let’s let our 
small view of God go. 
 Colossians 1:15ff says that in Christ, the fullness of the Deity dwells.  This is that miracle that only God 
understands as to how the breadth of God can dwell in one human being?  How can the One who has created the 
universe…..? 
 God’s miracle, though, is even greater as in Ephesians tells us that this One now dwells in our own hearts 
through the gift of faith.  

Ephesians 3:14-19: “For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, that according to the riches of His glory He may grant you to be strengthened with 
power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God.”   

Just because this is beyond our understanding—but that doesn’t mean it is beyond us.  Jesus Christ is our “window” 
into seeing and knowing God and His Mercy and love for us. 
 It is my prayer that God will continue to help you grow as you experience Christ during this season of Lent and 
as we continue the Parables of Lent and The Story.  

In Christ, 
Pastor John Grohs 

• The Parables of Lent continue during March and into April.  Easter Sunday is on April 5th.  
• March 8th we will celebrate Year Two of Inspired as we seek to “Continue Strong” in creating a climate of 

generosity in our congregations, seeking to share, to grow and to serve.  
• Christ in the Passover—March 15th at 8:45 and 10:30 at Worship.  Steve Cohen from Apple of His Eye 

Ministries will present.  This ministry is a ministry of proclamation and sharing of Jesus Christ.  
 



  

Is Your Life a Parable? 
 

 As we journey through Lent here at Immanuel, we will be looking into a series of parables taught 
by Jesus during His ministry on earth.  Parables are stories that teach us about God, His Kingdom 
and how we are to live.  They are relatable as Jesus uses real world examples in His parables.  So 
that got me thinking.  What if Jesus were to use your life as an example in a parable?  How would the 
parable go?  What would be the lesson from God that Jesus would be teaching? 
 
 Would your life reflect that of the Pharisee who doesn’t need God for anything or that of the tax-
collector that recognizes that he needs God for everything?  Would your faith be like that of the seed 
that fell upon the path, the rocky soil or the fertile soil?  Are you coming to church to be fed and 
nourished, are you feeding yourself throughout the week with time in prayer and reading from your 
Bible? 
  
 Are you being good stewards with the resources in which God has entrusted to you; caring for, 
improving and using in God pleasing ways as we learn from the parable of the talents.  Are you 
carrying a burden of sin with you that is keeping you from coming to your Father in prayer and asking 
Him for what you need?  Remember the Parable of the Prodigal Son and how when the son returned 
it was the father who ran to his son with his arms wide open, for his son who was lost now was found. 
 What in your life is God using in order to teach you?  Are you paying attention?  How is God trying to 
bring you closer to Him?  During Lent, it is a great opportunity to evaluate our lives, how we are living 
it, what we value the most.  Many will give up something, but I will caution you that if you give up 
something as a spiritual discipline then it needs to be replaced with something that will help you grow 
spiritually. 
 
 For example, if you give up fast food, then the money you save by eating at home could be used 
to help a family in need purchase groceries.  If you give up some of the time spent in front of the 
computer or the television, then perhaps you should use that time for prayer and bible study.  Even if 
you don’t give up something during Lent, at the end of the day you can still reflect upon the events of 
the day and ask God how things could have gone differently.  Ask God, what areas of your life He is 
using to teach you and bring you closer to Him. 
  
 In essence, your life is a parable and God is using it to not only bring you closer to Him, but to 
bring others to Him as well.  Every day you can learn more about God and be strengthened in your 
faith in His Son Jesus Christ.  I pray you take the opportunity this Lententide to spend time in devotion 
to God and discover the opportunities that await you for service in His Kingdom.  Amen 
  

May God be with as you journey to the cross! ~ Pastor Tim Ritter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
We are officially in the middle of Lent!  I write this the on February 19th the day after Ash Wednesday.  Many 
conversations yesterday, and likely in days to follow, are circling the topic of what we’ve “given up” for 
Lent.  I’ve always been one to believe that the practice of giving things up is a very healthy one!  My husband 
will probably tell you that there are times I take this practice a little too far…  He’s probably right, as I’ve 
occasionally tried to give up things that have more of an impact on him than they do on me, but hey, none of us 
are perfect, right?!  But he’s the one that tried to give up cuddles a few years back, so I’d say we’re pretty 
even...  
 
I’m sticking to it though--the practice of giving things up is good for us!  It shows us that we really are capable 
of living without so many things we’ve come to depend upon.  We don’t need that candy bar, we want it.  We 
don’t need that expensive mocha-frappe-whatcha-ma-call-it, we want it.  Re-learning to live “without” can be a 
very liberating experience (and our hips (and wallets!) might thank us for it later)!  This doesn’t just apply to 
stuff either.  There was a post floating around on facebook about 40 things to give up for Lent, but the list didn’t 
include chocolate, wine, or video games.  This list included things like pride, worry, apathy, and negativity.  I’d 
say we can all agree that these are things the world in general could do without.  But, this focus on doing 
without isn’t always the only thing, or even the best, especially when it comes to Lent.   
 
We talk a lot about what we’re giving up, but do we also share with facebook, twitter, and all of our co-workers 
what we’re making room for?  Do we remind ourselves of what we’re striving toward when we’re turning away 
from these vices, clutters, or temptations of life?  Lent is a time to focus on God, to recognize our mortality and 
our sinfulness, and prepare for the ultimate celebration of God’s forgiveness granted through Jesus’s death 
and resurrection.   
 
So my challenge to you is this: rather than focusing on what we may wish to give up, try focusing on what we 
wish to gain.  Perhaps you could talk this over with a friend or your spouse to encourage each other and hold 
each other accountable?  Maybe you’ve given up an hour of television, could you replace that with a small 
group Bible study, or some extra time for personal devotion?  If you’ve given up sweets or desserts, could you 
focusing on the nourishment that we gain from the study of scripture?  I’ll tell you a secret (as long as you 
promise to share it with everyone): If you didn’t start on Ash Wednesday, it’s okay!  It’s not too late to start 
now!! 
 
 
In Christ, 
Tara Barrett, DCE 
 
tbarrett@immanuelrapids.com 
715-451-3387 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Inspired Report for the first 11 months of our Inspired Journey! 
 

….INSPIRED by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Thessalonians 1:3 

 
Your Inspired efforts at Immanuel continue to bring exciting changes in God’s Kingdom as we journey forward.  
It has been our goal here to help our congregation discover the “joy of Generosity—Generosity as a way of life.  
It is a lifestyle that we chose to embrace, living open handed day in all areas of our lives.  Here are several 
comments overheard recently:  

• “You have a wonderful friendly church.  There are some exciting things happening here.”  
• “Worship was incredible and uplifting this morning.  It gives me strength to make a difference in the 
week ahead.  See you next Sunday.” 
• “I’m looking forward to serving through Ruby’s Pantry in April.”  
•  Thank you for your support on the Guatemala Mission Trip.  The people changed my life.   
• “The prayers of our people have been a wonderful support for me in my life. Thank you.” 

 
Lives are being affected here for Jesus Christ.  Goals are being worked and completed—here are a few:  
redesigned website; increased enrollment Immanuel’s school ministry of 17; two mission trips completed and 
two more planned; technology upgrade at church/school office and in our classrooms; weekly offering has 
increased; Immanuel’s school ministry achieved NLSA accreditation this fall; baptisms continue to grow in 
2014; an AV upgrade for recording at church; power door openers at church; more people are taking 
advantage of Joyful Response and online giving.  All and all, we are continuing to “Share  the Good News of 
Jesus, Grow  in Faith and Serve  Community.”  Nice Job!!! 
 
Remember, dreams are simply dreams until they are made concrete and funded.  To do the kind of ministry 
that we are doing takes commitment of time and investment of our resources.  The rewards are great as we 
see families being transformed by the Gospel of Jesus and relationships are built.  Thank you for your 
commitment and your investment.   So, here are some of our investments over the last 11 months.  
Remember that our financial goal for this 2 year journey was $2.4 million.  All of our offerings [general, 
Inspired, school and tuition] count toward our goal.  So here goes for the first 11 months (March 16th – 
February 15th):  Offerings were $648,940 and Tuition was $338,571 for a total of $987,511.  Our project would 
be that we will fall short of our Inspired Goal of $2.4 million by $245,430.  This means that we have work to do 
in the next 13 months to strive to reach the goal ahead of us.  Having just studied Nehemiah, we know that 
hard work went along with all the praying that was going on.  While weekly offerings have increased, additional 
help in year two will be needed to reach our goal.  And some of our increase has come from third party 
sourcing through the Wisconsin School Choice.  We currently have 26 students enrolled in our school from 
WSC.  
 
In March, we have a celebration and renewal as we commit to “Continuing Strong”.  There will be those who 
did not get involved, but may be moved by the Spirit to change that.  There will be those who may choose to 
invest more.  There will be our new members who have committed to our effort.  We pray that God would 
Inspire us in the months ahead and help us encourage each other in our faithful walk with the Lord.  We can 
look at our own giving and ask the question, is there a way I can help even more.  Our new members have 
asked about this effort and we are informing them.  You see, we can choose to “Continue Strong our 
Inspired Journey and do it well!”  We are seeking to honor God with our response.  Prayerfully consider 
where you are in this journey and how God is using your generosity to build His kingdom.  

“ Inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ!” 
 

Brian Hanson, Tony Belanger, Quinn Hansen, Jon Lee, Pastor John 
 
 
 



  
 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Board of Directors Meeting 

February 16, 2015 
 

 Tim Sullivan called the meeting to order at 4:45. 
 
 Pastor Tim opened with devotion. 
 
 Assignment from Pastor John: “Autopsy of a Deceased Church” – read first 3 chapters for next month. 
 
 Approval of minutes from January 19, 2015:  Motion by Tony Belanger, second by Lois Gellerman to 

approve minutes.  Motion carried. 
 
 The Open Forum for Constitution will be on March 9th from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. with informational meetings on 

April 8 and 12 and voting on April 15 and 19. 
 
 Official Acts:  Motion by Pastor John, second by Paul Vollert to accept.  Motion carried. 
 
 Pastor John, Pastor Tim, and Tara Barrett’s reports are available. 
 
 Treasurer’s Report and Financial Secretary’s Reports are available. 
 
 President’s Report:  A group of people met on January 24 to discuss a plan for the building fund.  The goal 

is to put together a plan for a new worship center for $4 million or less.  Tim will speak to the congregation 
about the plan and goals regarding the new worship facility.  There will be two design proposals for 
consideration from Growth and Consolidated Construction. 

 
 Principal’s Report, Minutes from the Ministry of Day School February 9 Meeting, Child Care Reports and 

Budgets are available. 
 
 Motion to adjourn made at 5:49 by Jon Lee, seconded by Paul Vollert.  Motion carried. 
 
 Members Present:  Pastor John, Pastor Tim, Tim Sullivan, Tony Belanger, Lois Gellerman, Jon Lee, Paul 

Vollert, Caitlin Shuda, Brian Betts. 
 
 Members Absent:  Amy Stromley, Ron Karnatz, Pauline Szelagowski, Dale Dix. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Caitlin Shuda, substituting for Pauline Szelagowski, Recording Secretary 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  



  
 

ITEMS FOR APRIL NEWSLETTER  
Items from the various organizations and 
committees need to be ready and handed in by 
FRIDAY, March 13, 2015  for the APRIL 2015 
NEWSLETTER.  You may send or bring your 
articles to the church office, 111 11th Street North, 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494, call 715-423-3260 or 
email them to mmertens@immanuelrapids.com.  
Thank you.  
. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
The Renaissance and Harmony House 

Pastor John and Pastor Tim will have a Bible 
Study/Chapel Service March 12 at Harmony House 
(2 p.m.) and The Renaissance (2:45 p.m.).  If you 
or a family member is a resident at these places, 
we invite you to attend. 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 
Easter Sunday, April 5 is the Festival of the 
Resurrection of our LORD.  As in the past we will 
have the beautiful “LIVING CROSS” in testimony to 
the Good News that life triumphs over death in 
Jesus Christ.  Plants and monetary donations are 
needed.  You may bring your gifts or mail them to 
the church office, Attention Financial Secretary, 111 
11th Street North, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494.  
Please make your checks payable to Immanuel 
Lutheran Church .  If your gift is a memorial or 
thank offering, please note that information.  A list 
of donations will be published in the weekly 
announcements on Sunday, April 12. 
  

LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
February 25 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Guatemala Group Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
March 4 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Immanuel School Parents Serving Lenten Meal – 5 pm 
March 11 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Evening Guild Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
March 18 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Guatemala Group Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
March 25 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Lenten Service 
Evening Guild Serving Lenten Meal – 5:00 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday, April 2 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. Service 
Good Friday, April 3 – 1:00 & 6:00 p.m. Service 
Easter Sunday, April 5 – 6:30, 8:30, & 10:30 a.m.  

All services will have Holy Communion  
 

The Parables of Lent! 
Yes, Ash Wednesday, 
was a week ago and 
the season of Lent is 
upon us with services 
at 4:30 and 6:00 p.m. 
focused on The 
Parables of Lent.  
While The Story will 
continue on Sundays, 
the Wednesdays of 

Lent will focus on a Biblical parable that connects 
us to receiving Justification, the Word, the 
Treasure, Mercy, Grace and Forgiveness. 
Devotions for the 40 days of Lent will also be 
available.  The busyness of life sometimes takes us 
off track.  However, please consider how important 
this time will be for your life and spiritual walk and 
join us as you honor Him.  Services are at 4:30 and 
6:00 with a meal served between the services in 
the church fellowship hall.  The Guatemala Group 
will be serving on February 25 and a free will 
offering will be taken to help support the mission 
group to Guatemala.  The following week March 4 
the School Families and Teachers will be serving 
the meal.      
 

 
 

 CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 If you have a change of address, please 
phone the church office immediately at 715-423-
3260 or let us know by mail that you are moving 
or have moved.  We pay for each newsletter 
that is returned for change of address from 
the post office.  They DO NOT FORWARD 
BULK MAIL.  
 For those of you who have email please 
call the church office with your email 
address as we are moving towards emailing 
your newsletter to reduce our costs of 
printing and mailing. Thank you in helping 
us.  We will still send out to those who do 
not have an email.   
 



  

Give Up Debt for Lent! 
Join Dave Ramsey as he teaches his Financial 
Peace University.  Discover his approach to living 
debt free!  This class will meet every Tuesday for 9 
weeks as we met last evening, February 24 at 6:00 
p.m.  The classes will be held in the Learning 
Center of the school, contact the church office for 
more information or to sign-up.  You may also sign 
up online through www.immanuelrapids.com. 
 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Blood Pressure Screenings are being 
offered the second Sunday of the month 
by our nurses, who are members of our 
congregation.  They will be available in 
the narthex of the church on Sunday, 
March 8 following the early service and 

before the 10:30 a.m. worship service to check your 
blood pressure.  Thank you for helping in this 
worthwhile project for our members. 

 
Evening Guild News 

Evening Guild ladies will meet on Tuesday, March 
10, 2015 at 7 p.m. in the Church Fellowship Hall.  
Hostesses are Chris Voelker and Carol Huf.  Health 
Kit Item to bring is bath size bars of soap.  Monthly 
prayer is for peace in our homes, schools, and our 
country. 
 

Ladies Aid News 
Ladies Aid ladies will meet on Wednesday, March 
25 at the Mead Inn at 11:30 a.m.  Program will 
follow.  Hostess will be Elaine Olson. 
 
 

Casual Get-Together Lunch 
The Casual Get-Together Lunch will meet on 
Monday, March 23 at 11:30 a.m. at Perkins for 
those who have lost their spouses.  Invite friends 
and other members, who have lost their spouses to 
come and join us for a brief devotion and great time 
of fellowship and lunch.  If you have questions 
please call Lenora Fletcher at 715-423-7994.   

 
 
 
 
 

SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 

Board of Directors Meeting – February 16, 2015 

Our Mission Statement 
“Immanuel Lutheran Church and School exists to shar e 
the love of Jesus Christ, grow in faith and serve 
community.” 

Our Vision Statement 

“Immanuel Lutheran Church and School seeks to be a joy 
filled, Christ centered family, equipped, encouraged and 
empowered for acts of love as we honor God throughout the 
community.” 
 
The Board of Directors Minutes from February 16, 
2015 is included in this newsletter. 
   

Officers of the Congregation 
President, Tim Sullivan 715-347-7697 
Vice-President, Dale Dix 715-424-1409 
Treasurer, Jon Lee 715-421-1373 
Recording Secretary, Pauline Szelagowski 715-423-0767  
Financial Secretary, Sharon Riedel (Appointed)  

Directors Of Ministries 
Ministry of Christian Day Sch. Paul Vollert 715-570-6455 
Ministry of Discipleship, Caitlin Shuda 715-424-3170 
Ministry of Human Care, Lois Gellerman 715-421-5829  
Ministry of Outreach, (Vacant)  
Ministry of Parish Ed, (Vacant)  
Ministry of Property, Dennis Hall (Temporary) 715-569-3995 
Ministry of Stewardship, Tony Belanger 715-213-7823 
Ministry of Worship, Ron Karnatz 715-421-5691 
Ministry of Youth, Amy Stromley 715-423-3992 

 
Board of Elders 

Cliff Starr 715-424-2614 
Merlyn Koopman, Dennis Martin, John Sawaska, Irv Vollert, 
and Brian Hanson 

Auxiliaries 
Evening Guild, Diane Reetz 715-424-2824 
Ladies Aid, LaVerne Habeck 715-423-4092 
Men’s Club, Charles Karnatz 715-423-6471 

Professional Staff 
The Rev. John K. Grohs, Senior Pastor 715-423-3260 
The Rev. Timothy M. Ritter, Associate Pastor 715-423-3260 
Tara Barrett, DCE 715-423-3260  
Mr. Brian Betts, Principal 715-423-0272 
Mr. Ted Voelker, Athletic Director 715-423-0272 
Church Office Number – 111 11th St. N. 715-423-3260 
School Office Number – 111 11th St. N. 715-423-0272 
Church Phone Number – 160 8th St. N. 715-423-5190 
Pastor John’s Phone Number  715-410-4160 
Pastor Tim’s Phone Number 715-558-4054 
(Land lines must dial “1” first for both Pastors’ Phone Numbers)  
Emergency Line 715-204-4133 
 

REMINDER NOTE 
TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Please have your reports emailed or brought in to 
the Church Secretary by Wednesday, March 11 to 
be included for the Board Meeting on Monday, 
March 16 at 4:45 p.m.   



  

“Joyful Response ” 
I missed church this weekend!  But, the Lord will 
receive my Offering!  How?  Through an Electronic 
Funds Transfer program called “Joyful Response”.  
And, I still get a box of envelopes, to make extra 
offerings.  Come, join me with Joyful Response!  
See Marlene, Church Secretary or by giving her a 
call and she will send you a form. 

 

2015 Offering Envelopes 
The 2015 Offering Envelopes are available at the 
church office during the week. 

 
March Stewardship 

 Why does giving seem so difficult?  In reality, it 
isn’t.  But we make it difficult.  We make it difficult 
because we’re afraid.  We’re afraid that it isn’t 
worth the investment.  We’re afraid that what we 
give to the church might be wasted, or that we 
could use it for something better, something more 
enjoyable, something more real, more tangible, 
more immediate, even more important, something 
more important than God and His gifts. 
 The point is this:  We struggle with giving 
because we don’t believe as we should.  We should 
fear, love, and trust in God above all things.  And 
so we fail to give because we don’t love God with 
our whole heart, soul, and mind.  We fail to give 
because we don’t fear Him more than we fear other 
things.  We fail to give because we don’t trust Him 
more than we trust the things we can more 
immediately see, taste, and touch.  We don’t trust 
that He will give us everything (EVERYTHING!) we 
need to support this body and life.  For if we did 
fear, love, and trust in God above all things, we 
would see and know that all the other things that 
vie for our time, our talents and our treasures pale 
in comparison to the joy of the real, tangible, 
immediate love God has showered upon us in the 
proclamation of the forgiveness of sins on account 
of His Son’s death, resurrection, and ascension. 
 The only proper response to this is repentance:  
to confess our sin, our stinginess, our lack of fear, 
love, and faith in God’s promises, and to trust in 
Him to help us bring our desire to do better to 
fruition.  For God is not holding out on us.  He 
never has.  He never will.  For if He has given you 
His only Son, how will He not also give you all 
things?  He will.  It is His promise.  And these 
promises are sure and certain. 
 The reality is that God doesn’t need our giving.  
He doesn’t need our time, our talents, our 

treasures.  He is God.  We are not.  He can do all 
things without our help.  And even what we do give, 
even the good and righteous things we do 
accomplish, these are but filthy rags, as the prophet 
Isaiah tells us (Isaiah 64:6).  Our gifts to God and to 
the Church are like a child’s gift of dandelions to his 
mother.  They are weeds, which most of us spend 
an entire summer trying to rid our yards of them.  
Any yet despite the fact that they are weeds, 
mothers always receive them with a smile and with 
joy.  They will even put them in vases and display 
them on tables and countertops.  They will recount 
to friends and other family members how their child 
gave them “flowers,” just to say I love you and I’m 
thankful for all you do. 
 Our Lord too, receives with joy and a smile the 
gifts we give in thanksgiving and praise of what He 
has done.  Even though these gifts are but weeds, 
filthy rags, and despite the fact that He doesn’t 
need them to accomplish what He wills, He 
receives them and puts it to use for our and our 
neighbors good.  That is the real joy of giving.  He 
doesn’t need us.  Yet He makes use of us, He 
employs us in His service despite it.  He makes all 
that we do—our giving, our work, our service to our 
family and friends and neighbors—holy.  And He 
blesses it for their and our good and to the glory of 
His name. 
 So is giving so hard?  Nah, it’s like giving 
dandelions to our mothers.  And when dinner is 
ready, when the food is on the table, she’ll gladly 
have a vase full of them right in the middle.  The 
Lord has prepared a table for you.  Dinner is ready.  
The table is set.  His Body and Blood is given to 
strengthen and nourish you.  And right there, where 
Christ is with us, are the dandelions we gave.  He 
has put them to use for our good, for our 
forgiveness, for our life in Him.   
  
  

Lutheran Laymen’s League 
 The Lutheran Laymen’s League Zone 17 
meeting will be Friday, March 13  at 6:00 p.m.  at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 990 Third Street, Port 
Edwards.  Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner will be 
served.  Make your reservations with Duane 
Steinke at 715-423-2716 by Tuesday, March 10. 
  
 

 
 
 
 



  
LADIES QUILTERS 

Ladies Quilters meet Tuesdays at 8:30 
a.m. in the lower level of the church.  
Come and join the ladies and help with 
the quilting project.  They will be happy 

to help you and show you what to do.  The ladies 
are always in need of inner material for liners such 
as bedding, mattress pads, electric blankets, and 
old blankets.  Please bring to the lower level of the 
church and mark for QUILTING. 
 To make at home these are the quilting 
directions:  Recommended fabric: cotton, cotton 
blends, twill, corduroy, fleece, and bamboo.  
Finished size: 62 X 82.  Seam allowance: ½ inch or 
more.  Tops/backing can be made from whole 
pieces of fabric or any type of patchwork pattern of 
smaller pieces: examples are twelve 21-inch 
squares; forty-eight 11-inch squares; or use 
rectangles or create your own.  (Make sure there 
are no stains or holes in the fabric). 

 
College, Technical or 

Military Bound 
 Please let the Church Office know if you are 
going to college, technical school or into the military 
and what your current address will be so our church 
records can be updated.  Need your name, school 
you will be attending, address that you will receive 
mail at or if going into the military your mailing 
address.  If you have an email please include this 
information too. 
 If you have finished your schooling and have 
relocated please let us know your current address 
so we can update our files and what your current 
occupation is also.  If you have an email please 
include this too.  Send to Immanuel Lutheran 
Church Office, 111 11th Street North, Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI 54494 or email to 
mmerten@immanuelrapids.com or by calling 715-
423-3260, ext. 10.  
 
. 

BETHESDA THRIFT SHOP 

In March we begin our “end of the season” 
clearance sale with a Bag Sale from March 2 to 14.  
This sale includes all the clothing and/or shoes you 
can fit into a grocery bag for only $8.00!  On March 
16, the store will be completely restocked with 
spring and summer clothing – so come in that week 
for the best selection of quality clothing.  Getting a 
tax refund?  We have a nice selection of NEW 
furniture and mattresses for your home.  Stop in 
this month for some exciting shopping. 

ARTS COUNCIL 

The Bellamy Brothers – March 20, 2015 – Tickets 
are $34.  Howard and David continue to prove that 
the trail they’ve ridden to fame has been as unique 
as their music—music that is now celebrating 30 
years of success.  The road that started on the pop 
music charts in the ‘70’s, took a winding turn into 
country music in the ‘80’s, paving the way for duos 
to come, such as Brooks & Dunn, Montgomery 
Gentry, Big & Rich, and previously—The Judds.  
The Bellamys officially lifted off the launch pad in 
1976 when their single, “Let Your Love Flow,” 
became an instant smash in both the U.S. and 
Europe.  By the late ‘70’s The Bellamys were 
emerging on the country charts with another bona 
fide smash.  “If I Said You Had A Beautiful Body 
(Would You Hold It Against Me).”  It proved to be 
the first of a string of fourteen #1 singles in the U.S. 
alone.  Tickets are available at the Arts Council, 
1040 8th Street South, Suite 101 or by calling 715-
424-2787.  Church Basement Ladies: “The Last 
Potluck Supper” will be the entertainment on April 
10, 2015 and the cost is $34.    

 
LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRY 

Lutheran Hour radio program will no longer be 
heard on WFHR 1320 AM.  The Lutheran Hour will 
be on the following radio stations on Sunday: 
WAXX 104.5 FM at 6:30 a.m.; WDLB 1450 AM at 8 
a.m.; WDUX 92.7 FM at 8 a.m.; WSAU 99.9 FM at 
8:30 a.m.; WCWI at 9 a.m.; WRVM 101.3 at 10 
a.m. 
 March 1 – “The True Author of Your Life 
Story”  (Based on 2 Corinthians 7:10) – When 
Christ’s story becomes yours by faith, life changes. 
 March 8 – “Lifted Up” (Based on Psalm 103:8-
12) – When sinful pride lays us low, God’s grace in 
Christ lifts us up again. 
 March 15 – “The Power of God’s Enduring 
Forgiveness and Grace” (Based on John 16:33) – 
Jesus offers reconciliation and restoration to those 
overcome by trouble and regret. 
 March 22 – “No Regrets?  Follow Jesus!”  
(Based on Matthew 16:21-26) – In the end, forgiven 
sinners will not regret having followed Jesus. 
 March 28 – “Show Me” (Based on John 19:17-
18) – Jesus really did die and three days later He 
really did conquer death through His resurrection. 
 
 
 
 
 



  

ORGAN DEDICATION CONCERT 
Organ dedication concert to be held at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 604 South Chestnut Avenue, 
Marshfield, WI on Sunday, March 1, 2015 at 4:00 
p.m.  Dr. John Behnke is Professor of Music at 
Concordia University in Mequon, Wisconsin.  
“There is no higher honor on earth than to make 
music in the house of the Lord.” says Dr. Behnke.  
Celebrate with Immanuel, Marshfield as they 
dedicate their new organ. 

 
 

ALL YOU CAN 
EAT PANCAKE 

DINNER 
All you can eat Potato 
and Buttermilk 
Pancakes with 
Sausage Links, 
Applesauce, Cheese, 
Milk, Coffee, Juice and 
Desserts at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, 1225 

Main Street, Junction City on Sunday, March 15, 
2015 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Adults - $7.00; Children 
6-12 - $3.00; and Children 5 and under – FREE. 
 
  

“SPRING FLING” AUCTION 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran 

Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School seeks to 
make a difference in teenagers’ lives by providing 
quality Christian education for all who wish to 
attend.  WVH is a college preparatory school 
providing its students with a solid foundation for the 
next steps in post-secondary education.  Our 
students and families are located in the Wausau, 
Merrill, Mosinee, Stevens Point, Plover, Marshfield 
and Wisconsin Rapids areas and everywhere in 
between.  April 18, 2015 will be our 11th annual 
auction at the Stoney Creek Hotel and Conference 
Center in Rothschild and we depend on the 
generous support of many individuals and 
organizations.  This is a major fundraiser for the 
school.  Checkout the enclosed half sheet in your 
March newsletter. 
  

 
 
 

Ruby’s Pantry 
Ruby’s Pantry Food Distribution takes place the 
third Saturday of each month (March 21) at East 
Gate Alliance Church, 2203 East Becker Road, 
Marshfield, WI.  The food distribution is available 
for anyone regardless of financial income or place 
of residence.  Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. and 
food distribution begins at 9:00 a.m. until 
approximately 10:30 a.m.  Please bring two large 
boxes or baskets to put the items in.  The cost is 
$20 per share to cover the transportation cost of 
the food.  You will receive approximately 72# of 
food stuff which vary each month that are donated 
directly from manufacturers:  bread, chicken, 
potatoes, onions, cereal, milk, yogurt, pizza, etc.  
Questions please call 715-387-3654. 

 

Central Chamber Chorale 
The Central Chamber Chorale is presenting their 
annual spring concert on Friday, March 20 at the 
First Congregational Church, 311 2nd Street South 
at 7:30 p.m. or on Sunday, March 22 at 3 p.m. at 
Christ Lutheran Church, 1208 West 14th Street, 
Marshfield.  The Chorale is an outstanding group of 
vocalists made up of members from the Central 
Wisconsin area.  They have a long tradition of 
presenting the best of choral music at no cost to the 
audience.  They will be including the Central 
Wisconsin premier of “Requiem for the Living” with 
orchestra.  A recent work by Dan Forrest. 

 

Help and Hope for Aging 
On Saturday, March 21, 2015, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church Stephen Ministry will be hosting an event 
that addresses issues related to Aging from 9 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.  Are you caring for a loved one and 
feeling overwhelmed?  Do you need answers to 
your questions, options to improve your situation?  
If so, this informational event may be helpful.  
Topics to be discussed include: What community 
resources are available, tips to make life easier, 
legal concerns including power of attorney, and 
meeting spiritual concerns.  Lunch will be provided 
with a free will offering requested.  You will receive 
a packet of community resources and information.  
Please RSVP to St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
between March 2 and March 16 at 715-423-5990. 
 
 
 



  

Camp Luther News 
Registration For Summer Camp 2015  – An 
exciting summer is planned for all ages at Camp 
Luther.  Youth in grades 3-9 have many options for 
camp that allow you to pick just the right “fit” for 
each child.  “Pathfinder”  is an exciting week camp 
for youth in grades 3-6.  “Trailblazer”  is a special 
week camp for youth grades 5-9.  Both allow 
campers a choice to stay in one of five outpost 
villages or in the dormitory-style Retreat Center.  
Activities with camper groups provide opportunities 
for friendships and faith to grow.  What is “Every 
Kid To Camp?” – It is a ministry that sends kids to a 
week of summer camp at Camp Luther in Three 
Lakes at no expense to their parents.  Kids in 
grades 3-8, who have never attended a summer 
camp at Camp Luther, qualify to attend.  The 
ministry goal is that every child in our district, and 
beyond, attends a week of summer camp before 
they reach the ninth grade.  Please consider giving 
so more children have the opportunity to 
experience Christ through Camp Luther.  You can 
help send kids to summer camp through your gifts.  
Check out “Every Kid to Camp” under the “Get 
Involved” tab at www.campluther.com. 
 Not quite ready for a whole week of camp???  
“Discovery Camp”  is an excellent introductory 
camp for 3-5th grades.  It is all the fun of youth 
camp packed into four days instead of six!  
Campers also get to experience housing in one of 
our awesome villages.  We are now accepting 
registrations at www.campluther.com. 
 
Camp Luther “Explorer Camp”  is designed to be 
a starting point for campers who have completed 
grades 1, 2 or 3 to come to Camp Luther on their 
own.  This weekend program includes activities 
like: parachute games, canoeing, swimming, arts 
and crafts, Christian growth, campfire devotions, 
and more.  Our program even includes a bedtime 
story and snack! 
 
Camp Luther Marketing Summit  – May 2, 2015 – 
If you have experience or expertise in marketing we 
need you!  Join us May 2 at Camp Luther for a one 
day session of planning and discussion that will 
bless camp and its future efforts in marketing and 
promoting the ministry.  Melissa Bublitz, Assistant 
Professor of Marketing at University of Oshkosh will 
be our facilitator.  Call 715-546-3647 with your 
contact information or go to 
www.campluther.com/summit to register.  Times 
are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Coffee, snacks, and lunch will 
be provided. 

 
What Is “Every Kid To Camp?”  is a ministry that 
sends kids to a week of summer camp at Camp 
Luther in Three Lakes, Wisconsin at no expense to 
their parents.  Kids in grades 3-8, who have never 
attended a summer camp at Camp Luther, qualify 
to attend.  The ministry goal is that every child in 
our district, and beyond, attends a week of summer 
camp before they reach the ninth grade.  Please 
consider giving so more children have an 
opportunity to experience Christ through Camp 
Luther.  You can help send kids to summer camp 
through your gifts.  Check out “Every Kid to Camp” 
under the “Get Involved” tab at 
www.campluther.com. 
 
 

“Food For The Poor” 
On behalf of the many destitute people living in 
Island nations in the Caribbean and poor nations in 
Central America, please accept their deep thanks 
and gratitude for the generous support you have 
provided to the ministry of Food for the Poor, 
especially for continual support by those donors 
who send gifts on a regular basis.  Gifts are most 
urgent to help us maintain the many ministries we 
support and sustain in countries we serve as we 
remain the major relief organization in Haiti, the 
Caribbean and Central America and will continue 
providing resources to the people as we are able.  
By the power of God’s grace, we are making 
progress, one person and once child at a time.  If 
there are some individuals or a group from the 
church who have an interest in spending some time 
on a mission trip please contact the Food for the 
Poor website for more information at 
www.foodforthepoor.org.  We have a special 
department which organizes and guides groups in 
planning their mission trips.  Perhaps members of 
the congregation would be able to participate in a 
special project, like building a house or supplying 
needs for a fishing village or tilapia pond or working 
in an orphanage or medical clinic.  Thank you for 
your care and concern for those whom Jesus 
shares a special love, “the least of my disciples.” 

Pastor Emeritus, Walter D. Volz 
 

 

 

 

 



  

Health Events at Riverview 
In Our Hearts Forever Group  will meet Tuesday, 
March 3 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Riverview 
Medical Center’s lower level conference room.  
This group consists of people who have 
experienced a pregnancy loss, stillbirth or newborn 
death or suffered the same losses and wish to 
encourage and comfort one another.  New 
members and support persons are always 
welcome; but the group asks that no children 
attend.  No fee or registration is required.  For more 
information, please email 
inourheartsforever@gmail.com. 
Women’s Cancer Support Group  will meet 
Monday, March 9 from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. in the 
lower level conference center at Riverview Medical 
Center.  “The Magic Trick to Help with Cancer 
Related Fatigue” will be presented by Kathy 
Bohman and Sherry Christensen, occupational 
therapist.  Light refreshments will be served.  Free 
– no registration needed and the group is for all 
women battling or surviving cancer.  
Men’s Cancer Support Group  will meet Tuesday, 
March 10 from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. in the lower level 
conference center at Riverview Medical Center.  
There is no cost to attend and no registration 
needed.  For men battling and surviving cancer.  
Light refreshments will be served.  For information 
call 715-421-7442. 
Arthritis Support Group  will meet Tuesday, March 
3 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the lower level 
conference center of Riverview Medical Center.  
The meeting will feature “Living with Chronic Joint 
Pain: Holistic Care,” presented by Kristi Kleinbeck, 
Chaplain with Riverview Medical Center.  
Attendance is free and no registration is needed.  
New members and support persons are always 
welcome. 
Riverview offers Gentle & Chair Yoga  – 
Riverview’s next series of yoga classes are coming 
up.  The classes are held at Riverview Medical 
Center and are led by Heidi Goodreau, BA, MAEd, 
RYT.  Gentle Flow Yoga can make you stronger 

and more flexible, help your body heal, improve 
your sleep, and help you relax.  Movements are 
safe, gentle and flowing.  Classes involve time on 
the floor, on hands and knees, and standing.  
Gentle Flow Yoga will be held Tuesdays, March 17 
through April 28 from 5 to 6 p.m.  Chair Yoga for 
strength & Balance can make you stronger, help 
you breathe better, increase your range of motion, 
and improve your balance without getting on the 
floor.  Movements are adapted to the ability of the 
participant.  Classes include movements in the 
chair and standing with the support of the chair.  
Chair Yoga for strength and balance will be held 
Tuesdays, March 17 through April 28, from 9:45 to 
10:45 a.m.  The cost of each seven-session series 
is $35 ($28 for those 60 and over, Riverview 
employees and volunteers, and Riverview Auxiliary 
members).  Registration opens on February 18 at 8 
a.m.  Participants may register and pay by credit 
card at www.riverviewmedical.org (click on 
“Classes & Events”) or by check (only) at Riverview 
Medical Center’s front desk.  Early registration is 
recommended, as space is limited.  Only one 
registration per person will be accepted.  A signed 
waiver will be required prior to participation.  Waiver 
forms will be available at the front desk or at the 
first class.  Minors require the signature of a parent 
or guardian. 
Celiac Support Group  will meet Tuesday, March 
17 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Water’s Edge 
Dining Room on the lower level of Riverview 
Medical Center, 410 Dewey Street.  The March 
meeting will be an open sharing and information 
meeting.  The Celiac Support Group is free, and no 
registration is needed.  New members of all ages 
and their family members are welcome.  Whether 
you are newly diagnosed or have been on a gluten-
free diet for years, the Celiac Support Group will 
put you on the path to learning more about celiac 
disease, gluten intolerance, and gluten-free living, 
shopping, cooking and eating out.  Lori Cesare, 
DTR is the facilitator.   
 

 

MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS 

Don Allen 03/01 

Flores Gumz 03/01 

Bernie Halkowski 03/01 

Diane Lieber 03/01 

Dave Marx 03/01 

Emily Steward 03/01 

Dylan Weimer 03/01 

Barb Zblewski 03/01 

Brian Betts 03/02 

Kaye Rezin 03/02 

Christina Tubbs 03/02 

Todd Ward 03/02 



  
Ashley Weimer 03/02 

Cassie Williamson 03/02 

Olga Witt 03/02 

Marissa McDougall 03/03 

Ron Schwanz 03/03 

John Van De Loop 03/03 

Brent Ferguson 03/04 

Trisha Hansen 03/04 

Karen Trench 03/04 

Amanda Wilhorn 03/04 

Elizabeth Dillman 03/05 

Brennan Hickey 03/05 

Ann Hoppa 03/05 

Dustin Scholz 03/05 

Dave Hiles 03/06 

Ann Schlice 03/06 

Al Jensen 03/07 

Danielle Keuntjes 03/07 

Mike Machon 03/07 

Cathy Plowman 03/07 

Nick Barrett 03/08 

Amy Blanchard 03/08 

Allyson Coates 03/08 

Bill DeLorme 03/08 

Don Haefner 03/08 

Cindy Hiles 03/08 

Elaine Bauman 03/09 

Johnathon Emery 03/09 

Gary Stout 03/09 

Judy Krug 03/10 

Karen Wolf 03/10 

Brooke Young 03/10 

Amber Barton 03/11 

Erma Clark 03/11 

John Gellerman 03/11 

Dennis Langton 03/11 

Daelyn Manning 03/11 

Bill Winters 03/11 

Mason Glodoski 03/12 

Deb Kehrberg 03/12 

Samantha Krug-Dye 03/12 

Shirley Plowman 03/12 

Jim Rasmussen 03/12 

Gavin Tilberg 03/12 

Jim Vallin 03/12 

Mindy Cole 03/13 

Hobsen Hartjes 03/13 

Leah Fredrick 03/14 

Paul Michalsen 03/14 

Kirk Schooley 03/14 

Judith Walker 03/14 

Betty Bauer 03/15 

Kurt Emery 03/15 

Ron Hetzel 03/15 

Hudson Homann 03/15 

Nathon Molepske 03/15 

Elvera Papineau 03/15 

Deena Romack 03/15 

Tim Sullivan 03/15 

Fred Witt 03/15 

Jan Halbur 03/16 

John Krug 03/16 

Kassia Lund 03/16 

Dave Novack 03/16 

Sam O’Connor 03/16 

Kristen Spencer 03/16 

Bill Steinke 03/16 

Deanna McMiller 03/17 

Paul Schroeder 03/17 

Pat Shuda 03/17 

Jordan Emery 03/18 

Ron Markworth 03/18 

Dave L. Powers 03/18 

Dan Stromley 03/18 

Aaron Geister 03/19 

Angel Houston 03/19 

Makenzie Muraski 03/19 

Kasey Stankey 03/19 

Dawn Zellner 03/19 

Joyce Hofer 03/20 

Robert Keenlance III 03/20 

Tara Nash 03/20 

Nancy Stolp 03/20 

Kevin Turbin 03/20 

Linda Votava 03/20 

Collin Ashbeck 03/21 

Bruce Borchert 03/21 

Mark Dykstra 03/21 

Sandy Skibba 03/21 

Ben Trickle 03/21 

Myrtle Kuehl 03/22 

Leah Olinyk 03/22 

Don LaBarge 03/23 

Judy Weigand 03/23 

Krysta Jensen 03/24 

Ann Smekrud 03/24 

Barry Weller 03/24 

Neal Ciriacks 03/25 

Sophia Coates 03/25 

Easton Homann 03/25 

Brian Pagel 03/25 

Troy Blanchard 03/26 

Todd Cour 03/26 

Judy Jensen 03/26 

Bill Krause 03/26 

Richard Young 03/26 

Ken Dhein 03/27 

Tava Mortensen 03/27 

Howie Twait 03/27 

Isaac Drewiske 03/28 

Marlene Fota 03/28 

Tyler Hahn 03/28 

Cort Halbur 03/28 

Brian Becker 03/29 

Levi Challoner 03/29 

Wage Haefner 03/29 

Doris Repta 03/29 

Chris Voelker 03/29 

Adam Boellaard-Bush 03/30 

Luke Gellerman 03/30 

Sara Tully  03/30 

Molly Campbell 03/31 

Reed Fredrick 03/31 

Zach Mikkelson 03/31 

 

 


